Guidance for Nursery and Garden Centers
During COVID-19

The horticultural sector is the largest in New Jersey agriculture, accounting for about $500
million annually in sales. It includes nurseries, greenhouses, sod producers and Christmas tree
farms.

An Administrative Order declared nurseries and garden centers as essential business during the
COVID-19 pandemic, therefore allowing them to stay open as long as they follow social
distancing guidelines.

As people are being urged to stay at home to facilitate social distancing, the nursery and garden
center sector provides an essential outlet for people to purchase plant materials and start a
productive, healthy activity around their homes.

Business owners in this sector should keep in mind the various restrictions upon businesses in
terms of operating hours and especially in terms of avoiding gatherings of more than 50 people at
a time. Employees of these businesses should be mindful of proper biosecurity measures,
including staying home from work if exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 or being exposed to
anyone who has tested positive for the virus, as well as wearing gloves and other protective
equipment when interacting with customers.

Four organizations represent the majority of the businesses in this sector. They are:

New Jersey Nursery and Landscape Association -- https://www.njnla.org/

New Jersey Landscape Contractors Association -- https://www.njlca.org/

New Jersey Christmas Tree Growers Association -- https://njchristmastrees.org/

New Jersey Turfgrass Association -- https://njta.wildapricot.org/

The NJDA already has worked with several organizations to clarify how the State of Emergency
impacts these types of businesses, especially as relates to county or local emergency orders
conflicting with the state Emergency Order.

Information regarding those efforts can be found here:

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/UPDATE---What-NJNLA-is-doing-for-
yvou.html?s0id=1122279961455&aid=u2g0Q6dyQ62k

And here: https://www.njlca.org/public/Coronavirus-COVID19-Resources.cfm
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